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Acronyms used in the study 

AMDD:  Averting Maternal Death and Disability 

ANC:  Antenatal Care 

ANM:  Auxiliary Nurse Midwife 

APL: Above Poverty Line 

ASHA:  Accredited Social Health Activist 

AWC:  Anganwadi Center  

AWW:  Anganwadi Worker 

BCC:  Behavior Change Communication 

BPL: Below Poverty Line 

CBO:  Community Based Organization 

CHC:  Community Health Center 

CSSM: Child Survival and Safe Motherhood 

DLHS:  District Level Household Survey 

F-IMNCI:  Facility based Integrated Management of Newborn and Childhood Illnesses 

IEC:  Information, Education and Communication 

IFA:  Iron and Folic Acid 

IMR: Infant Mortality Rate 

IUD:  Intrauterine Devices 
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IUGR:  Intrauterine
 
Growth Retardation 

JSY:  Janani Suraksha Yojana 

LBW:  Low Birth Weight  

LM:  Lactating Mother 

MGP: Multi Gravida Pregnant 

MIL:  Mothers-in-law 

MMR:  Maternal Mortality Ratio 

NFHS:  National Family Health Survey 

OBC:  Other Backward Class 

PGP: Primi Gravida Pregnant  

PHC: Primary Health Center 

PMNCH:  Partnership for Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health 

PNC: Post Natal Care 

PPH:  Post-Partum Hemorrhage 

PW:  Pregnant Woman 

SC: Scheduled Caste 

SRS: Sample Registration Survey 

ST:  Scheduled Tribe 

TT:  Tetanus Toxoid 

 



 
SIHFW: an ISO:9001:2008certif ied institution 

KABP on continuum of care: Rapid Assessment: Oct 2009 

 

iii 
 

 

Definitions 

ASHA: are community health workers instituted by the Government of India's Ministry of Health 

 and Family Welfare (MoHFW) as part of the National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) 

BCC:  is the process by which information and skills are shared and disseminated to people in 

the specific target audience with the intention of influencing them to adopt sustained 

changes in sexual behavior or attitude or to engage in other health seeking behavior.  

 Behavior Change Communication is a process of working with individuals, communities 

 and societies to develop communication strategies to promote positive behaviors which 

 are appropriate to their settings and provide a supportive environment which will enable 

 people to initiate and sustain positive behaviors. 

CBO:  a local organization within a community that provides various services to people 

DLHS: District Level Household Survey is one of largest ever demographic & Health surveys 

 covering all the districts of the country. It was initiated in 1997 and provide district level 

 estimates on health indicators to assist policy makers program administrators in 

 decentralized planning, monitoring and evaluation. DLHS conducted in DLHS-3 (2007-

 08), DLHS-2 (2002-04), DLHS-1 (1998-99) 

IEC:  Information, education and communication (IEC) combines strategies, approaches and 

 methods that enable individuals, families, groups, organizations and communities to play 

 active roles in achieving, protecting and sustaining their own health. It is a process of 

 working with individuals, communities and societies to develop communication strategies 

 to promote positive behaviors which are appropriate to their settings. 

IMR:  The ratio of the number of deaths among children less than one year old during a given 

year to the number of live births during the same year.  

IUD:  An Intrauterine Device (IUD) is a small object that is inserted through the cervix and 

placed  in the uterus to prevent pregnancy. A small string hangs down from the IUD into 

the upper part of the vagina.  

JSY:  is a centrally sponsored scheme aimed at reducing maternal and infant mortality rates 

and increasing institutional deliveries in below poverty line (BPL) families. 
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LM:  Lactation is the medical term for breast feeding, natural methods of feeding an infant from 

birth to the time he or she can eat solid food. Lactation period refers to the duration when 

the mother breastfeeds her child 

MGP:  Multigravida` is a woman who has been pregnant more than one time. The births may 

have been interrupted by abortion, fetal death, or may have resulted in a live birth. 

MMR:  Is the ratio of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births 

NFHS:  The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) is a large-scale, multi-round survey 

conducted in a representative sample of households throughout India. Three rounds of 

the survey have been conducted since the first survey in 1992-93.  

PGW:  A woman in her first pregnancy. 

Poverty Line: poverty line, is the minimum level of income deemed necessary to achieve an  

 adequate standard of living in a given country 

PPH: excessive vaginal bleeding (blood loss greater than 500 ml) within 24 hours after delivery.  

SC/ST/OBC: The Central Government of India classifies some of its citizens based on their social 

 and economic condition as Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward 

 Class 

SRS:  Sample Registration Survey is a dual reporting system which provides the annual 

estimates of birth, death rate, Infant mortality rate, total fertility rate, maternal mortality 

rate & other measures of fertility and mortality. It is one of the largest continuous 

demographic household sample survey in the world and initiated in 1964-65.  
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